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prince or princess of the blood is debarred from contract-
ing a marriage without the consent of the sovereign, and
if any union has taken place without the sanction of the
head of the family, it is regarded, not only at court, but
even by the tribunals of the land, as invalid, and children
that may be born of the marriage bear the stigma of ille-
gitimacy. If a marriage has received the full authorization
of the ruler, and there is any issue, the children cannot be
educated without the sovereign's wishes being consulted.
The parents, in fact, are regarded much as if they were
either minors, outlaws, or demented people, unfitted
to be entrusted with the control and bringing up of
their offspring, for the sovereign is esc officio the guardian
of all children who are under age, belonging to the married
members of his family, and his rights over the children are
superior to those of the latter's father and mother.
If the boy is to have a tutor, or the girl a governess, the
appointment cannot be made by the parents without their
previously obtaining the permission of the sovereign, and
he has it in his power to reject their nominee, and to
assign some candidate of his own, who may possibly be
regarded as most objectionable to the unfortunate parents,
for the duty of taking charge of the education of the young
people in question. The royal or imperial mother, indeed,
may esteem herself fortunate if the sovereign does not insist
on personally selecting the nurses of her infants : when
the present kaiser was born, not merely the late Empress
Augusta, but likewise all the other members of the reigning
house of Prussia, and of the Court of Berlin, thought it
quite right and natural that the old Emperor William
should exercise his authority for the purpose of prohibiting
the young mother from herself nursing her baby; on the
ground that it was contrary to the traditions of the House

